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The struggle in Spain is not only a struggle for
the democratic Republic; it is a struggle for
democracy in Europe.

Peace is indivisible and international solidarity
is a condition for the maintenance of peace ; hence
anti-fascists from every country hurried to the
rescue.

The defeat of democracy in Spain means in
strategical terms that the ring around France is
closed and that Fascism can begin a world war
with the greatest possible assurance of victory.

Like peace itself, the cause of the world prole-
tariat is one and indivisible, and the word " inter-
national " would cease to have meaning if prole-
tarians of every country had not of their own
accord rushed to succour their comrades in Spain.

I know dozens of German refugees who, after
collecting their last pennies from relief funds,
travelled to Paris in order to offer their services as
volunteers. But I know, too, that almost all of
them were rejected, because the Spanish Republic
had an abundance of volunteers and was short of
weapons. As a general rule, only those were en-
rolled who for military or other reasons were of
special value for war operations.

It is a known fact that in the North the strategic
defence was mainly directed by a French captain
of the reserve and a German refugee who had gone